
 

 

No.  2       9th February 2022 

          Week 2, Term 1 2022 

    Kia ora and welcome to this fortnight’s newsletter.  

                    CELEBRATING LEARNING & ACHIEVEMENT 
        
                                     What a fabulous first week back at school we had!  
    Our learners have been busy getting to know have  
    their classmates and teachers and enjoying catching  
    up with their friends. Currently we are setting our 
learners up for success by developing learning focused relationships, routines 
and setting expectations. Class teachers will be posting what learning is 
happening in their rooms on our new app, HERO. We love seeing your 
comments and sharing these with our learners so please do pop one on the 
posts! 
 
Keeping connected to whanau is important to us - especially in these 
challenging times! If you wish to discuss anything about your child(ren) please 
do not hesitate to send the class teacher an email. All email addresses can be 
found on the school website http://www.karaka.school.nz/our-people/staff/  
 
Safety at pickup and drop off times is important to us at Karaka School. We 
ask that all parents collect their child(ren) from inside the school gates. Once 
we have seen you, we will quickly send your child to you. Please also 
remember to use the crossing in the school car park. Thank you!  
 
Over the past week we have welcomed many new learner’s and their families 
to our place of learning. We hope that you have enjoyed your first week as 
much as we have enjoyed having you! Unfortunately, at this time we are 
unable to formally welcome you with a powhiri so we would like to 
acknowledge you here in the meantime. 

http://www.karaka.school.nz/our-people/staff/


 

 

Welcome to Karaka School 

 
 
One of the things we enjoy doing most is celebrating our LEARN values in 
action. One of the ways we get to do this is our Good News Call of the Week. 
Our first call of 2022 went to Sophia G! 
Sophia impressed us so much last week with her 
adaptability, kindness to others, respect and 
confidence. She is also a focused  learner. Thank 
you Sophia for being a role model of our school 
values of learning (akoranga), adaptability (urutau), 
respect (whakaute) and nurture (poipoi). We are 
VERY proud of you. 
 
Remember...keep the phone handy on Friday - the 
next call could be to you! 
 
Nga mihi nui,  
Sarah Hynds 
Principal@karaka.school.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior School Middle School Senior School Intermediates 

Balroop 
Khylan 
Alex 
Adam 
Frankie 
Hunter 
Sadie 
Xavier 
Cedric 
Shelby 
Alexis 
Georgia 
Henry 
Joshua 

Levi 
Harper 
Lucah 

Lehan 

Devan 

Kayden 
 

Jake 

Jett 

PJ 

Abby 

Lily 

Wianru  
Mackenzie 



 

 

Mathletics 

All senior and middle team students are enrolled in the mathletics programme 
(cost $35.00). 

If your child is in the junior team and you wish for them to do mathletics, 
please email or call the office 294 8166 to sign up and pay the $35.00 fee. 

Payments can be made to the school account 12-3031-0734641-01 using 
your childs name and mathletics as the reference. 

Please be aware that we will not be signing up any students after the 
cut off date—Friday 18th February. 

 
 

 
 
 

Library Books & Junior Readers/Journals—still many outstanding 

Have you returned school library books, junior readers and journals? There 
is a box by the steps to the office where you can return them.  Thanks  

William Pike’s Journey through Adversity  
 

On Thursday, William Pike arrived at Karaka School, to inform and inspire the 
intermediate students. For over 10 years, William has been encouraging New 
Zealand schools to embrace the outdoors, with his invention of the William 
Pike Challenge Award. His passion for mountain climbing and the outdoors 
was infectious.  
 
As a teenager William was a very shy boy and didn't like talking in front of big 
crowds.  Later in life he discovered his love for tramping.  This provided him 
with confidence and skills to develop as a leader.  He then trained to become 
a primary school teacher and enjoyed his teaching career. 
 
One day William decided to climb up the most active volcano in New Zealand 
Mt Ruapehu, with his best friend James.  This was a five hour journey to get 
to Dome Shelter, at the top of Mt Ruapehu. On arrival, they discovered an 
iced up dome shelter, where they rested for the night.   
 

William remembered the views as breathtaking. William took one last 
look at the views before he went to bed. After a few hours of William 
listening to James snoring, William began to drift off to sleep, only to 
be awoken to a large rumbling sound. Unbeknown to him, Mt Ruapehu 
was erupting!  



 

 

The door ripped off its hinges, rocks and lava were cascading into the Dome 
Shelter.  The next thing William knew, a huge rock was hurtled at him! 
“Crunch!”  The rock landed and smashed his legs. They made the tough 
decision to send James down the mountain to get help, before passing out.    
 
William was rushed to hospital, where his right leg got amputated! It was a 
choice that would forever change the life of William Pike. While he was in 
hospital, he set three goals for himself; to start walking again, to start teaching 
students again and to go back up the mountain to the Dome Shelter. Before 
he knew it William would be needing a prosthetic leg. It took a long, arduous 
time of blisters, sweat and tears before he found the correct fitting leg.   
 
Over time he managed to achieve his first goal to start walking again and then 
it was time for him to become a teacher!  He got turned down by lots of 
schools. Until after many tedious applications he got a job teaching again. The 
second goal had been achieved! But the third proved a challenge. Three 
attempts it took to get back up the mountain again, first time and second time 
he failed but on his third time he got up to the summit of Mt Ruapehu.  
 
The William Pike Challenge Award was created by William and is made up of: 
20 hours of Community Service, 20 hours of a Passion Project and 5 Outdoor 
Activities.  William’s goal is for students to have a good time and step outside, 
learn new things and to have fun!  

 
Written by Mrs Sutton’s Awhina (Mangopare) 

 



 

 

School Fees/Donations in HERO 

School fees and donations have now been loaded into HERO Finances for 
your child / children.   

Currently the access to be able to view the financial information has been set 
to both caregivers that have an email address loaded into HERO.  If you would 
like this changed so that only one caregiver has access to the financial 
information please let us know. 

Our Preferred payment method is by internet banking to the school account 
12-3031-0734641-01 using the students name and what your payment 
relates to as the reference. e.g. Joe Blogs School Donation 

You are also able to pay by cash or EFTPOS at the office if you prefer this 
payment method - during the RED COVID alert level you will need to call us in 
the office 294 8166 OR knock on the door so we can come out and help you. 

NEW - There will now be an option to pay your fees / donations online via 
the HERO App.  This will allow parents to pay via Stripe by Debit or Credit 
Card.  Please be aware that this option will incur a Stripe fee of 2.9% +.30c on 
top of your fee / donation costs.  These charges will be clearly visible to you if 
you choose to pay using this option. 

Please contact either Debbie or Lynne in the Office if you encounter any 
problems accessing your financial information in HERO. 

Note—There is a discount of $25.00 per family if the school donation is paid 
before the end of Term 1 

Ineligible bus students—To bring our bus fee structure in line with the 
Rosehill Bus Network, there will now be a flat fee of $50.00 per term per 
child, regardless of whether they travel one or both ways. Wesley/Paerata 
Rise area is no longer in our school zone, so therefore fees will apply. 

Bus fees are due to be paid by 23rd February. 



 

 

Rubbish: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
As you know, our school values are our way of being at Karaka School. Here 
is a Term 1 reminder about how we show Whakaute (Respect) for our 
environment and Hiranga (Excellence) to always strive for our best as we look 
after our school and the world! 
 
1) Reduce - Try to buy food with less wrapping / make foods for break and 
lunch times. 
2) Reuse - Use bottles and boxes that can be used again instead of wrappings 
that have to be thrown away. 
3) Recycle - Learn about different glass, plastic, metal and paper packaging 
that can be recycled and remember to clean it before you put it in the recycle 
bin. 
 
Here at school, please talk to your child(ren) about... 
 
1) Taking rubbish home with them - like muesli bar wrappers. 
2) Putting rubbish that they find around school, in their class bin or the green 
bins by the hall. 
3) We are always on the lookout for amazing Enviro-Learners to award some 
'Caught Being Good' and 'Values' Certificates to. 
 
We will of course unpack the above points in class at the appropriate level. 
Thank you. 



 

 

New Parents—Little Oak Bakery has your Friday lunches sorted. 

Little Oak lunch orders need to be placed by 11.59pm on Wednesday’s and 
will be distributed to the classrooms ready for lunch at 12.30pm. Any orders 
made after 11.59pm on Wednesday will go into the following Friday’s delivery. 
At this stage Little Oak are not able to take future or recurring orders, so 
please order weekly when required. 
 
Lunch orders via Little Oak can be made to www.littleoakorders.com 
 
When you first go to the website you will need to set up an account for your 
child/ren. When setting up your account it is important that you follow the 
steps below - 
 
• Once you are signed in, click your account name at the top right, to 

show the drop down menu and then select ‘My Account’. This is where 
you enter YOUR details as the parent/guardian. This information is 
required so that if Little Oak have any questions regarding an order 
they can contact you directly. 

• Click the “Home” button near the top right to return to the main screen. 
• Once back at the Home screen, click your account name again and 

select “My Addresses” from the drop down menu. This is where you 
enter your child's details. Shipping details need to have your child's first 
and last name, leave the company name field blank, type Karaka School 
under street name and it will populate the address details. You then 
need to change the “City” field so that it has your child's classroom 
name instead of Auckland. If you choose to, you can also add your own 
mobile number in the shipping section. You only have to enter this 
information once but you will need to update it each year to your child's 
new classroom. 

• If you have more than one child you will need to add a separate 
address for each child so that their lunch order can be delivered to their 
correct classroom. If you have more than one child you can select “Add 
New Address” to add their details in. 

  



 

 

Any questions/fundraising ideas or if you require uniform items urgently, 
you can email us on karaka.pta@gmail.com.     
The Karaka School PTA account is 12-3031-0851231-00  

From the PTA team 

• Currently, to ensure that orders can be delivered to each child's 
classroom, we ask that you process each order and payment 
separately so that the correct classroom details show for each child. 
Multiple addresses are saved and you can easily switch between 
them.  Credit card details can also be saved so that you don’t need to 
type this information out more than once. 

If your child ends up being away from school on the day and you have 
ordered their lunch from Little Oak you can call their Karaka branch on 09 
296 0846 by 9AM to either cancel your order and have it moved to the 
following week (no changes to the order) or to arrange a time to pick it up 
from Little Oak Karaka that day. We kindly ask that you call first and do not 
just turn up at Little Oak to ask for your child's order. Alternatively, if you do 
not call prior to 9AM and your order is delivered to school it will be enjoyed 
by another student or staff member and no refund will be provided just as it 
is currently with the school lunch orders.  
   
If you have any queries regarding an order or your account, please 
email: admin@littleoak.co.nz 

Please make sure you have updated your account with your child’s 
new class for 2022 Little Oak orders for existing parents.  

mailto:admin@littleoak.co.nz


 

 

Community Notices 

15-18 February Year 7 and 8 camp to Finlay Park  

21 February  BOT Meeting 

23 February  PTA Meeting 7.00pm 

 



 

 


