
 

 

No.  16                    01st June  2016 

          Week 5, Term 2 2016  

    Kia ora and welcome to this fortnight’s newsletter.  

                       CELEBRATING LEARNING & ACHIEVEMENT 
 
                                                           Winter has arrived along with the sniffles and sneezes!  
  Please keep warm and remember to wear covered in shoes and your  
  school polar fleece during this cold weather.  

                         ERO 
We are pleased to be able to announce that we have received our confirmed ERO 
evaluation. This should be live on the Education Review Office site on Friday June 10th.  
In the meantime we have made available a copy of the report at the office should you 
receive your newsletter in hard copy.  Those who receive these electronically will find a 
copy attached to this email.  Our webpage will also provide a link to the ERO site and 
you will be able to access the report through this once it is live on the ERO site. My 
thanks again to all those who participated in making this review a positive experience 
for and celebration of our learning community. 

Camps 
A special thank you to the fantastic parent helpers who gave of their time freely last 
week to attend the year 5 &  6 Camp on Kawau Island and the Intermediate Camp at 
MERC Long Bay.  Your support is very much appreciated and we enjoyed working 
alongside you all.  Our students were complemented by outside providers on more 
than one occasion for the respect they showed to instructors, adult helpers, 
teachers  and the environment and for the support and encouragement they gave each 
other. We are very proud of you all! Camp is made possible only through the dedication 
of our senior school teachers, Mrs Sutton, Mrs Flett, Mrs Richardson and Miss 
Yeardley who have spent months  planning and organising to ensure that our students 
were safe, happy and experiencing new and challenging activities outside the 
classroom. What a wonderful, supportive learning community we have! 
While many schools are now shying away from holding camps, we are committed to 
ensuring that these continue as they benefit our children greatly. 



 

 

Matariki 
Matariki Celebrations will be held next week. We have an exciting week of learning 
planned - weaving, cooking, art, waiata, haka and the list goes on! On Tuesday there will 
be a variety of activities taking place that the children will rotate around. On 
Wednesday at 9am all students will meet in the hall where they will perform a mass 
school-wide haka followed by our second house challenge of 2016 - a waiata to be 
performed by each house. We welcome you along to this event to support and 
encourage your child/ren.  The new house t-shirts can be worn this day too! An 
activities rotation will continue on Wednesday afternoon and Thursday. On Thursday 
the senior school will put down and then enjoy a hangi they will have prepared and on 
Friday the middle and junior school will have a shared kiwiana lunch.  A great week of 
authentic learning! Speak with your child’s teacher about how you can become involved 
in the celebrations too!  
 
House T-shirts 
Thank you to our fabulous PTA who organised and distributed the new house t-shirts. 
These look great and will be available for purchase again later this year should you have 
missed the order this time.  
 
Waterpolo 
Congratulations to our Water polo team who this year placed 4th overall in their 
division. Well done team a great result! 
 
Nga mihi nui 
Sarah Hynds 

Principal@karaka.school.nz 
A Reminder 

BOT Voting papers are due in this 

Friday at noon. Please ensure you 

return your voting paper in the 

envelope provided. A box is available 

in the office for voting papers or if you 

post them it MUST be post-marked 

before voting day on Friday 3rd June 

so would need to be post marked 

Thursday 2nd June.  

You may vote for up to 7 candidates. It 

is OK to vote for less than 7 

candidates but not more than 7 

otherwise your vote becomes invalid. 



 

 

Year 7 & 8’s Adventure at M.E.R.C.         By Jaime S and Bethany S 

The Bus slowed to a stop outside the M.E.R.C gates, the excited chatter died down. I 

couldn't wait to get started with our first activity! The dark sky threatened to rain as 

we sat inside the snug hall waiting to receive orders. Gus, one of the instructors called 

out our first activities. I shivered at the thought of spending the next 2 hours on the 

cold rocky shore and in the numbing water, but I was excited as I set off towards the 

damp wetsuit locker.  

My favourite activity from day 2 was the very terrifying 30m tree climb. My legs were 

shaking as I climbed up onto the first branch my brain was racing with all the possible 

things that could go wrong but I pushed it aside and continued to climb. I reached the 

first change over and my hands were shaking, I took a deep breath and safely clipped on 

the two other clips and I was on my way again. After a thrilling climb I reached the top I 

let out a sigh of relief and began my descent. When I reached the ground I was over-

come with joy, I had just climbed 30m! 

On our 3rd day at camp we did surfing. Early in the morning the weather was fine but it 

quickly deteriorated and in perfect time for surfing, but at least the waves were looking 

better. By the time we reached the water the wind had picked up speed. It was freezing 

and I didn't really want to get in the water but after I few minutes I was really enjoying 

attempting to stand upon the wobbly board while the waves rushed towards. 

The 4th day it was really fun but I was disappointed that it was the last day of activities. 

My  favourite activity on the last day was abseiling. Our instructor was Kaff. I  was es-

pecially nervous for this activity because I wasn't sure how to do it. Since I was really 

nervous I went close to the start so I didn't have so much time to think about it. I began 

my descent and I could hear my team cheering me on. The blue carpet was slippery, so I 

took small steps to start with, but towards the end I was able to do a little hop.  My feet 

hit the ground and relief spread throughout my body. I was very proud of myself and I 

would definitely do it again.  

A chorus of birdsong flowed through the air as we walked through the native bush and 

up towards the lighthouse. Excited whispers and a flurry of pointing hands made it clear 

that I wasn't the only one completely shocked by this beautiful island. After 5 minutes a 

small brown bird was spotted in the trees above us, “A Robin”! It was over all too soon 

and by the time we reached the boat I found that I could identify quite a few magical 

native birds. 

The hazy bus ride back had a relaxed and tired atmosphere, it was clear we that we had 

all had a tiring week. By the time we reached school we were fed up with bus rides but 

it was clear that we had an epic experience, that would last us a lifetime. 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRO GROUP NEWS   

Two weeks ago our Enviro Group spent the morning together                                                                          

and started to work on two important and fun projects. 

The first was creating our awa. This is a visual representation  

of our schools Enviro journey. We are using recycled materials 

to create this and when it is finished it will be displayed in the  

school hall. When we stopped and thought about what has 

happened so far, we realised we are stepping in the right direction and with the 

fantastic group this year we know we will continue to create a healthy, peaceful and 

sustainable world around us. 

Mrs Maunder also helped the students to make bees wax honey wraps which are an 

alternative to gladwrap and snap lock plastic bags. This was a fun thing to do and gave 

the students the opportunity to think about how their lunches are packaged and 

whether they could help the environment by changing the way their lunch is brought 

to school. 

Another new project for our Enviro Group was started at the beginning of this 

term……..our own Vegetable Gardens. Bunnings Pukekohe built the gardens for us 

and gave us the vegetables to start us off, which was amazing. Yesterday I had a look 

at the garden and our lettuces are definitely going well. We look forward to looking 

after our veges and using our crops in the future. 

 

A BIG thank you to Raelene Stirling and Sonya Maunder for their enthusiasm, 

knowledge and time. These students really enjoy working with you and the school 

appreciates all you do to help out. 



 

 

Karaka School Junior and Middle Teams Matariki Events 

During next week – 7th – 10th June the whole school will be celebrating the 

Maori festival of “Matatriki”.  The junior and middle team children will be 

mixed together into 6 teams to rotate round 6 different activities on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday between playtime and lunchtime (10.20am-

12.20pm).  The activities are: 

Fried bread and mussels 

Pou pous (masks) 

Clay pounamu 

Kete (baskets) 

Feather cloaks 

Woven stars 

If your child has a gluten or seafood allergy or intolerance please let Mrs West 

know as she is helping with fried bread and mussels. 

Mrs McDonald is making Kete (baskets) and would appreciate some help with 

sewing, please speak to her if you can help at any of the sessions. 

Kiwiana Shared Lunch 

To finish the week on Friday 10th June, we will have a combined junior and 

middle team shared “Kiwiana” lunch in the hall at 12 noon.  Kiwiwana food is 

anything that is special to New Zealand culture such as vegemite sandwiches,  

fairy bread, bluebird potato chips and onion dip or with carrot sticks, pineapple 

lumps, jaffas, little red sausages and tomato sauce, ANZAC biscuits, sausage 

rolls or mince savouries.  For further ideas please try google. 

If you can help heat food and put it out on tables from 11.15am please see 

either Judith West or Diana McDonald. 

 

 

 

 

JUNIOR TEAM DISCOVERY 

Due to our week of Matariki celebration, Junior 

Discovery will not be able to take place on Wednesday 8 

June. Our next Discovery time will be Wednesday 22 

June 1.30-2.30. We look forward to continued parent 

help, it is much appreciated. 



 

 

Enrolments 2017 

The Board of Trustees invites applications from parents who wish to enrol 

their children at Karaka School next year. 

If you have children who you wish to enrol in 2017, or have friends, family or 

neighbours who have children they would like to enrol, please bring this notice to 

their attention. We would like to encourage you to enrol your children as soon as 

possible. 

Hand washing can 
help reduce illness 
Hand washing is the 
simplest and most 
effective means to prevent, 
control and reduce infection.  This 
includes colds, influenza and 
stomach bugs. 
Hands need to be washed and 
dried properly.  Wet hands 
transfer bacteria more readily 
than dry hands which have not 
been washed at all. 
Proper hand washing removes 
germs and helps prevent illness by 
preventing cross contamination to 
other objects and food.  Hands 
should be washed especially after 
going to the toilet and before 
meals. Wash hands with soap and 
running water for 20 seconds, 
then dry well for 20 seconds. 

Medication 

Please be aware that all medication 

administered to a child must be 

brought to the office in the first 

instance. Medication must not be taken 

to the classroom or put in your child’s 

lunchbox. A signed request/medical 

form must be provided before 

medication will be administered by 

staff.  Please call into the office to sign 

this form 

A full copy of the Medication Policy can 

be found on  the School docs website 

http://karaka.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 

Enter the username (karaka) and password 

(school) - Follow the link to the relevant 

policy  

The Ag Day Committee have requested that 

all 2015 Ag Day trophies be returned as soon 

as possible—they are wanting to check them 

all to see if repairs or replacements need to be 

done. 

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/images/sinksoap.gif&imgrefurl=http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/clip/sinksoap.html&h=421&w=550&tbnid=oYdkAhh66_c3CM:&zoom=1&q=hand%20washing%20clip%20art%20pictures&


 

 

MID-WINTER QUIZ NIGHT 
Everyone who  receives E-Tap 

would have seen our Quiz Night no-
tice by now.  Lock in the date MID-
WINTERS QUIZ NIGHT—FRIDAY 

24th JUNE at Karaka School.  

There will be prizes for best dressed 
table so get inventing  and study-
ing!! Cash bar available and bring 
gold coins for raffles, rum roll etc. 

Tickets available at the office. 

OXFORD PIE ORDERS 

Oxford Pie order forms are due 
back in the office with full payment 
by 3pm, Friday 3 June.  You will be 

able to come pick up your pie 
orders on Thursday 16 June, 
from 2.30pm onwards, in the 

School Hall.  Meat pies, fruit pies, 
sausage rolls and lamingtons...so 
much to choose from.  Due this 

Friday, don't forget!!  

The next PTA meeting will be 
held in the staffroom 
at 7.30pm on Wednesday 15 
June.  All welcome to join this 
parent/teacher school driven 
group.  

Lunchroom News 

Unfortunately there are no pizzas 

available for lunch room orders 

until another supplier is sourced. 



 

 



 

 

03 June  BOT Election day—Voting CLOSES at NOON 

03 June   PTA Oxford Pie Orders & Payment DUE IN TODAY 

06 June  Queens Birthday—SCHOOL CLOSED 

08 June  Junior Discovery 

10 June  New BOT takes office 

10 June  Tough Guy & Gal Challenge 

15 June   PTA Meeting 7.30pm in the Staffroom 

16 June   PTA Oxford Pie Delivery—Collect Orders from Hall 

20 June      BOT Meeting 7pm in the Staffroom 

24 June    PTA Quiz Night—7.30pm School Hall 

Community Notices 

Zumba Classes 

No class Monday due to Queen’s 
Birthday weekend. 

Nigel  Latta—Ardmore 
School Hall Thursday 9th 
June  7.30pm—9.30pm  

$30 per person 

“Modern Family Survival Guide” 

See noticeboard for more info. Seussical 

A musical suited to all ages based 
on the books of Dr Seuss 

16th June—2nd July 2016 

Tickets on sale now!  

www.iticket.co.nz   Ph 0508 iTicket 

Harrington Theatre 

2 Harrington Ave, Pukekohe 

NZ Modern School of Music 

38th Annual Counties-Manukau 
Competitions Friday 17th June and 18th 
June. Pukekohe Baptist Church, Victoria St. 

Come and support our students. Two whole 
days of musical performances. Entry $3.00 
per adult, $1.00 per child (cash only) and 
competitors free. Church Café is open and 
Music Mania is running a pop up stall. 



 

 

Missing Young Grey Cat 

Eddie went missing on 19 May from 

Manuwai Lane. He is a 1.5year old 

small grey cat. His fur is very short, 

it feels like velvet. He is neutered 

and microchipped. Our family is 

missing out chatty cuddly friend. If 

you have seen him or have any 

information, please call Sonya on 

021 257 1357. 



 

 


